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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Civil Liability fob Personal Injuries Arising out of Negligence. 
By Henry F. Buswell. Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Boston: Little, 
Brown & Co., 1899. One volume. Sheep. Pp. oxlll, 545. Price, $6. 

A new edition of this standard treatise on a branch of the law that is daily de- 
veloping in magnitude and importance, will be cordially welcomed by the profes- 
sion. The author has not contented himself with the addition of new cases in the 
foot-notes, but much of the body of the text has been rewritten, and the proposi- 
tions of the text embody the latest and most approved principles. While the 
volume is rich in the citation of recent authority, no effort has been made to make 
the book a digest of all the authorities. That the author has been able to resist 
the temptation to convert his original treatise of one volume into a digest of sev- 
eral volumes, by dumping into it every personal injury case, good, bad, and in- 
different, reported since his first edition was issued, speaks much for his conserva- 
tism and for his regard for the ethics of authorship. 

The index to cases cited refers to the pages, while the topical index refers to 
sections ; but, to ascertain this, the searcher must turn to the beginning of each 
index. This information should be repeated at the head of each page of the 
indices, as is done in the same volume in connection with the analytical table of 
contents. 



A Treatise on the Law of Trusts and Trustees. By Jalrus Ware Perry. Fifth 
Edition, by John M. Gould. Boston : Little, Brown & Company, 1899. Two vol- 
umes. Sheep. $12. 

For nearly thirty years Perry on Trusts has been the recognized authority in its 
particular sphere. Few text-books are consulted with more confidence by the 
practitioner, or with more frequency by the courts. The present edition is the 
third since the author's death, each of the posthumous editions being by a differ- 
ent editor. The edition preceding the last is now ten years old. The editor of 
the present edition, Mr. Gould, is himself a well-known author and editor, and 
seems to have performed his task with fidelity and discrimination. He gives us 
the text substantially as the author left it, his own additions and such of the work 
of previous editors as he has seen fit to retain appearing in the foot-notes. Some- 
thing like four thousand new cases have been added. 

In an elaborate note to section 748, a brief synopsis is given of the law of each 
State of the Union on the subject of charitable trusts. In connection with the 
Virginia law of the subject, one is disappointed not to find the locally famous 
cases of Protestant Episc. etc. Society v. Churchman, 80 Va. 718 (1885), Trustees etc. 
v. Guthrie, 86 Va. 125 (1889), and Fifield v. Van Wyck, 94 Va. 557 (1897). 

In connection with the discussion of the question whether a defectively executed 
will may serve as sufficient written proof of a trust under the statute of frauds, no 
reference is made to Byers v. McAuley, 149 U. S. 608, or to Re McAuley's Estate 
(Pa.), 39 Atl. 31. If the text were supported by abundant authority, this omis- 
sion migh pass without notice; but the proposition of the text, that such a will 
may serve as a sufficient acknowledgment by the testator thai the property is 
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already affected, in his hands, with a trust, previously created by parol — that while 
' ' in such case the will could have no effect in creating the trust, it would be simply 
proof in writing of a trust already created and existing at the date of the will," 
is sustained by the citation of a single authority. Both of the cases referred to 
are directly in point. 

The references in the index are to sections, but one must turn to the beginning 
of the index to discover the fact. Again, the sections are numbered consecutively 
through both volumes — but the index references do not indicate the volume in 
which a particular section is to be found. In the interest of economy of time, and 
of the searcher's patience, it is to be hoped that the otherwise excellent work of 
these publishers will not continue to be marred by this defect, which appears to 
have been adopted as a rule of the house. 



The Law of Presumptive Evidence (Including Presumptions both of Law and of 
Fact, and the Burden of Proof both in Civil and Criminal Cases), Reduced to 
Rules. By John D. Lawson, Professor of Contract and International Law in the 
University of the State of Missouri. Second edition, revised and enlarged. St. 
Louis : Central Law Journal Company, 1809. 1 Volume. Pp. xcii, 710. 

This book is prepared on a somewhat novel plan, but one which ought to com- 
mend itself to the ready acceptance of the profession. In it the author has em- 
bodied the law of presumptive evidence in one hundred and twenty-two rules, each 
succinctly stated, and fortified by full citation of authority. Each rule is stated in 
boldface type, under which appear, in brevier, illustrations taken from the decided 
cases, and then follows, in ordinary type, such discussion as the rule seems to call 
for. This arrangement has the advantage of facilitating rapid search and conve- 
nient reference. Practitioners will find this volume a valuable addition to their 
libraries. 



